FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB OF BALLARAT 
EXCURSION/NEWS SHEET ~ MAY 1S 


President: Mr. R. Borch Ph. 428630 
Vice-Pres: Mr. G. Binns 323670 
Secretary: Miss H. Burgess 312210 
Treasurer: Mr. S. Reynolds 327721 
Editor: Mrs. B. Gray 322130 


Meetings held in the Administrative 
Building at the School of Mines, 
Lydiard St. Sth. first Friday of . 
each month at 8 p.m. (Unless other- 
wise stipulated) 


MEETING 4th MAY: Mr. B. Kentish < 
Subject - Black Bird Research. 


MEETING ist JUNE: Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture. 
Dr. J. Wiliis - subject "For Love of Creswick". 
Venue St. Pauls Hall, Victoria Street, just east: of 
Humftfiray Street. (Also entrance at the back from 
Hopetoun Street) 

This is a very important meeting in our year, to 
honour our late loved member Stella Bedggood. All 
members, friends and interested people are invited to 
attend. Two of our members are to be presented with 
"Life Memberships" on this occasion. Members, two 
plates please. If anyone has native flowers for 
decoration, please let Helen Burgess know. (312210). 


EXCURSION 6th MAY: Bittern Lagoon and Trawalla. 
Leaders J. Montz, L. Millar, I. Tiley. Leaving 
Crocker's Corner at 9.30 a.m. For those wanting only 
a half day out, meet (after lunch) at Penetskel Kal 
Training Centre at 1 p.m. 


EXCURSION 3rd JUNE: Union Jack Reserve. Leader 
B. Kentish. Leaving Crockers at 1.30 p.m. 


NEW MEMBERS welcomed at the April Meeting were Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Norman and Christopher. We wish you a 
long and happy association with the Club. 


The President hopes in the future t6 start the 
meetings at 8 pem. SHARP, and after the Guest Speaker, 
to deal quickly with business and end the meetings at 
a reasonable time. 


A few male volunteers to get the room ready at 
about 20 to 8 would be appreciated. Thank you! 


LAST DAY OF A WILDERNESS; 

Before presenting his movie film on Cape York 
Peninsula at our April meeting, Mr. Bill Davis 
presented a few interesting facts about the 
Australian Conservation Foundation, which was formed 
in 1965. -This Foundation is vitally concerned with 
pursuits such as uranium mining, wood chip industry, 
whaling activities etc., and their effeot on the 
environment. 


A synchronised recorded commentary was a great. 
asset to the film titied "Last Day of a Wilderness", 
with background music, particularly the flautist, a 
delight. 


It was amazing to learn that Cape York Peninsula 
is larger in area than the state of Victoria; and 
-mostly it is still a great wilderness, featuring rain 
forests, mountains, rugged terrain and many mighty 
rivers. Rivers and wash-a-ways are particularly 
hazardous in the "wet" season, and four wheel drive 
vehicles were a "must", 


Mr. Davis and his team went to see what were the 
threats to the environment. They travelled west of 
Cooktown to Laura, from Coen across to Weipa where 
they were guests of "Comalco" and saw the extensive 
mining in bauxite, and the effects of clear felling 


and regeneration that followed. Oddly enough the 
same kind of trees planted for regeneration were net 
doing so well. 


We saw beautiful film of aboriginal paintings; 
rain forests, flora, fauna and many birds of the 
area. And flew with Bush Pilot Percy Tresize to see 
the forest being pushed back for cane fields, logging, 
farming and mining SSA NEO SS 


Back at the Cairns waterfront we saw film of the 
extensive breeding grounds of water birds, 42> 
different species being observed in one hour. And 
the teeming number of terns on a cay in the Outer 
Barrier Reef were evidence that at least the bird 
population is in a healthy state. 


Peter Fry moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Davis for 
his exceptionally well presented movie fiim and the 
enjoyment it gave to our club members. 

B. Gray. 
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GRAHAM PIZZEY LECTURE 


Dallas Brooks Hall -— Monday 4th June 
7230 - 9.00 pom. 


"A&A RICHNESS OF HABITAT AND WILDLIFE 
AROUND AUSTRALIA AND IN MELBOURNE. " 


Admission Adults $3.00 Children $1.00 


Order tickets now from C.C.V., 
324 William Street, Melbourne, 3000. 
Telephone 329 5377. 
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Nobody really knows how many kinds of plants and 
animals there are on the earth. Estimates range from 
three million to more than ten million, of which only 
one and a half million have been recorded. 

From New York Times. Sis 


BIRD WATCHING AT MOSQUITO FLAT. 


There are several very rewarding areas for the 
bird watcher within little more than an hour's 
travel from Ballarat; Mosquito Flat on the S.E. 
outskirts of Maryborough is certainly one of them. 


The vegetation is very open forest of iron bark 
and yellow gum with a fairly dense cover of wattles 
' and other lower growing shrubs. 


The area hums with honeyeaters and any novice 
would soon be an expert on the red wattle bird and 
the yellow tufted honeyeater, Other honeyeaters 
seen were brown headed, white plumed, fuscous, 
white naped, purple gaped and spiney cheeked. 


My first visit was on March 17th when a front 
was passing through. Swallows, tree and fairy 
martins were hawking at head height above a low 
earth wall to the East of a small dam in the South 
of the area. Diamond firetails were in the same 
area as was a female crested bellbird. I haven't 
seen either bird all that often and for some minutes 


a diamond firetail and the crested bellilbird perched 
on the same branch. 


A visit on the 18th April on a dull drizzly 
afternoon was equally rewarding with small groups 


of lorikeets flashing from tree to tree and very 
many honeyeaters. 


Something over fifty species in the two visits 
with the prospect of several other honeyeaters to be 
seen on further visits. 


F.E.G. Harrap ‘20.4.79. 


Man is a complex being : he makes deserts bioom - 


Gil Stern, 


and lakes die. 


LOCAL FOREST ANIMAL STUDY ~- DAYLESFORD AREA. 


Three researchers from the Dept. of Environmental 
Science at Monash University have recently completed 
Masters theses on three topics which relate to the .. 
needs of some birds and mammals which use hollows in 
trees for nesting purposes. The results of a unique 
three year study in this field were presented to a 


capacity audience at Daylesford on the evening of 
22nd March. 


Fortnightly data on the use of artificial 
hollows were collected for 4 years by Barry Golding 
(now a teacher at Sacred Heart College, Ballarat.) 

To help out the 70% of natural hollows in trees, 
Barry erected 165 artificial hollows, mostly in 
peppermint and long leaf box eucalypts, in the Spargo 


Creek, Specimen Hill, Wombat Forest and Korweinguboora 
area. 


Among the mammals and birds to use the hollows 
were phascopales, tuans, ring-tailed and brush-: 
tailed possums, sugar and feather=-tailed gliders, 
native mice, eastern and crimson rosellas, white- 
throated and brown tree creepers, kookaburras and 
owlet-nightjar. Bats also used the facilities and up 
to 60 had been found in 7 hollow. 


Most eucalypts are over 120 years old before 
they are in a state to produce natural breeding 
hollows. Up to 7 different species have been known 
to use one particular hollow. 


Slides of young animals, birds and eggs inside 
the hollows were an excellent demonstration of how 
these man-made nests were in full use. 


Tom Calder (head of Science Section at Coburg 
State College) concentrated on the study of physical. 
factors of hollows which affect use, and STDERR 
at different times of the year. 


Tony Manderson, a forester from Stawell, 
touched on the important relationship between forest 
age, tree species, forest management and number of 
available hollows. It was a most interesting and 
thought provoking evening, 


NIAGARA FALLS SYSTEM - CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY. 


What is being prociaimed the largest solid 
waste~-to-energy system to date in the United States 
to be built with private capital, is currently under 
construction in Niagara Falls, New York. 

EARLY 1980 START-UP 

The $65 million system, being built for the 
Hooker Chemical Company, will process an estimated 
2,200 tons of refuse daily. Construction is 
scheduled to be completed in early 1980.. 


The refuse will come from a 25 to 30 mile square 
area of Erie and Niagra Counties in New York State. 
Conservative estimates suggest that the system will 
magnetically recover some 816 million steel food and 
beverage cans from garbage yearly. More than 40,000 
tons of steel could be recovered by the plant each 
year for recycling. 


The facility will fire shredded refuse as its 
primary fuel to generate steam. It is planned that 
the system will burn 100 percent refuse and use coal 
only as a back-up fuel. 

HUGE SAVINGS 
Steam produced by the to a will be used almost 


wholly by Hooker Chemical. It is expected to save 


the company most of the 96,000 tons of coal it now 
purchases each year and all the 630 million kilowatt 
hours of electricity it buys from Niagra Mohawk and 
the Power Authority of the State of New York. 
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Steel recovery is the only reclamation process. 


initially planned at this time besides the garbage-to- 


energy step. Officials note that there is no 
current market in the area for recovered glass and 
only a small one for aluminium. 


From Newsletter The Steel Can Group, 
Melbourne. Summer 1979. 
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NATIONAL PARKS ~~ NATIONAL: HERITAGE, 


To settle Australia, we cleared the bush ... 
Many native species became extinct. In our computer 
- age, the bush that remains means many things to many 

people. We must retain some of it, for ever. 
IT IS OUR AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE. 
WE NEED NATIONAL PARKS. 


"The development of the national park system is 
crucial to the protection of the natural environment" 
(Australian Heritage Commission Annual Report 1977-78) 


WHAT IS A NATIONAL PARK? 
It is large. 
It is predominantly natural. 
It is of beauty or interest. 
It is permanently dedicated. 
It is managed for its protection. 
It is available to all the people. 


"A National Park is a relatively large area set aside 
for its features of predominantly unspoiled natural 
landscape, flora and fauna, permanently dedicated for 
public enjoyment, education and inspiration and 
protected from all interferences other than essential 
management practices, so that its natural attributes 


" d - 
are preserved". Fourth Australian Ministerial 


Conference on National Parks. 


HOW NATIONAL PARKS HELP MAN; 
CONSERVATION - of water, plants, animals, landforms, 
habitat, historical places and relics. 


RECREATION - A whole range of outdoor pursuits,active 
and passive, from mountain climbing to underwater 
exploration, swimming to skiing, fishing to painting. 


RE-CREATION - away from the hustle; beauty, inspiration 
solitude, spiritual re-awakening; the wilderness 
experience. 

EDUCATION - Environmental studies and awareness; 


special provision for student groups; active involve- 
ment of people in conservation programmes. 


ECONOMIC BENEFITS - People are employed in parks and 
visitors bring business to country towns. Parks are 
important in recreation and other industries. 


SCIENTIFIC BENEFITS - Maintain near-natural biological 


associations for the study of structure and processes. 


Gene pools (natural products, disease resistance, etc.) 
A base line for monitoring environmental changes. 


VARIETY IN VICTORIAN PARKS. 
Some of the features of four of the larger parks. 


WYPERFELD ~ Victoria's largest National Park and 
adjoining the 113,500 ha Big Desert Wilderness Park. 


Fascinating mallee country with kangaroos, emus and 


rare birds, including the Lowan. Good winter camping. 
400,000 ha, 

CROAJINGOLONG - Extends along the East Gippsland coast 
from Sydenham inlet to the New South Wales border, 
Includes Captain Cook's landfall. Beautiful inlets and 
lakes, splended sandy beaches and high dunes, virgin 
forest. Fishing, boating and camping. 86,000 ha. 
WILSONS PROMONTORY - "The Prom" Victoria's best known 
National Park. Southernmost point of the Australian 
mainland. A dramatic combination of mountain and sea. 
Camping and lodge accommodation at Tidal River. 

49,000 ha. 
MOUNT BUFFALO - "A classis National Park - something 
for.everyone."" Sub-alpine climate, superb scenery, 
diverse wildlife and plant communities. Cross country 
and downhill skiing in winter ~ horse riding, swimming 
and camping in summer. Accommodation at the Chalet and 
Tatra Inn. 31,000 ha. a) BN SS 8 a 


